Your First Chili-Dog
PAGE ONE

PANEL ONE – Sunny afternoon in NEW MOBOTROPOLIS. TAILS and RAY sit on stools at the counter of UNCLE CHUCK’S CHILI-DOG STAND. The two have soft drinks in their hands while TAILS goes over a past adventure and RAY listens intently. UNCLE CHUCK can be seen in the background cooking over a stove. Title runs across the top of the panel with credits across the bottom.

TAILS

…so then I spot Sonic juicin’ through the city with Robians and Freedom Fighters 
            everywhere and I swoop down; snatch him in the Tornado, and we zoom off!

RAY

W-w-wow! I n-n-never would have guessed Freedom Fighters could be m-m-mean.
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PANEL TWO – TAILS happily reassures Ray who smiles. UNCLE CHUCK faces them offering a platter with two chili-dogs on it.

TAILS

Real Freedom Fighters aren’t. They’re like us and the Chaotix… awesome.


UNCLE CHUCK

Two world famous Chuck chili-dogs, as requested. Enjoy boys.

PANEL THREE – RAY pushes himself up on the counter, looking down at his chili-dog with awe and TAILS chuckles while starting to eat his.

RAY
A real c-c-c-chili-dog! Th-this is what Sonic always eats right? I’v-ve never h-had one before.


TAILS
Really? I’ve been eating them since forever.

PANEL FOUR – RAY looks at TAILS to ask his question, and TAILS smiles and thinks, turning his eyes toward the edge of the panel, which dissolves in preparation for the flashback.


RAY


When did you eat your first chli-dog?


TAILS


Oh, it was a long time ago. Back when we were all living in Knothole…

PAGE TWO

PANEL ONE – FREEDOM HQ. ANTOINE and TAILS sit at a table. ANTOINE is most serious with a napkin stuffed in his shirt and is sticking up his index finger while instructing TAILS, who is looking straight up with a napkin balanced over his face. The table and chairs are wooden. SONIC stands away from the table with a white apron on that reads “Kiss the Hedgehog” in black font. SONIC is face palming.


ANTOINE

Now Tails, ze proper way to sit down for ze meal ees to have a napkin at ze ready in case 
of ze emergency, faire attention.

SONIC


Oh good grief.

PANEL TWO – SONIC has set three chili-dogs at the table with steam rising off them. ANTOINE is still at attention while TAILS has discarded the napkin and is excitedly looking at SONIC, who pulls up a chair.


ANTOINE

Next comes ze zilverware étiquette.


SONIC

We’re eating hot dogs Ant. I think the kid’ll live.

PANEL THREE – TAILS, wide-eyed, looks down at his chili-dog, while SONIC cheerfully smiles watches him.


TAILS


Are we really eating your famous chili-dogs, Sonic?


SONIC


Sure are little, buddy. Though I’m using my Unc’s recipe, he’s the real chili-dog wiz.

PANEL FOUR – ANTOINE is holding his chili-dog to his mouth, squinting as he prepares to take a bite. TAILS watches, uneasy, while SONIC watches, annoyed.


ANTOINE

I still wish you would make zomething less spicy. 

It always gives me ze stomach ache. 


SONIC


Oh no. How tragic. I am so upset by this.

PAGE THREE

PANEL ONE – ANTOINE begins munching his chili-dog weakly while TAILS, still nervous, observes SONIC eating his fine.

TAILS


When did you eat your first chili-dog Sonic?


SONIC


I’m convinced I was born with one in my mouth. I can’t picture it any other way.

PANEL TWO – ANTOINE has finished his chili-dog and is now green and visibly woozy. SONIC and TAILS watch him concerned.

PANEL THREE – ANTOINE jumps away from the table, running down a hallway to find a bathroom. SONIC and TAILS remain seated watching after him.


ANTOINE


ULP!

SONIC


Too much pepper?

PANEL FOUR – TAILS looks down at his chili-dog, eyes wide, while SONIC sighs.


TAILS


Are chili-dogs dangerous?


SONIC


No, Twan’s just a light-weight. It’s hard to find folks that appreciate good chili-dogs.
PAGE FOUR

PANEL ONE – TAILS, glum, picks up his chili-dog with SONIC smiling back.


SONIC


You should’ve seen the first time I made Sally try one. 


Brown, pink, tan; she turned a whole slew of colors.


TAILS


Think I’ll like it?


SONIC


Only one way to find out.

PANEL TWO – Panels Two, Three, and Four, are a series of three smaller panels focused on just Tails and the chili-dog in front of him. In PANEL TWO, TAILS looks at the chili-dog in his hands cautiously.
PANEL THREE – TAILS’ eyebrows lower and he looks determined.

PANEL FOUR – TAILS closes his eyes and bites into the chili-dog.

PANEL FIVE – TAILS smiles back at SONIC who gives him a cheerful noogie.


TAILS


It’s good! Chili-dogs are the best Sonic!


SONIC


That’s my little bro! I knew you’d love the tried and true.

PANEL SIX – ANTOINE returns to the table, bags under his eyes and his face green. TAILS eats his chili-dog, beaming. SONIC scratches behind his head and apologetically looks toward ANTOINE.


SONIC


Sorry Ant, next time you pick lunch. Just no snails, cool?
PAGE FIVE

PANEL ONE – Biggest panel on the page. TAILS and RAY are back, still sitting at UNCLE CHUCK’S CHILI-DOG STAND. Only crumbs remain on TAILS’ plate while RAY’s chili-dog remains in front of him. RAY looks down at it while TAILS rests one arm on the counter while leaning on the other with his chin. He and UNCLE CHUCK watch RAY.


TAILS


…and I’ve been eating chili-dogs with Sonic ever since.


RAY


S-s-so you can have all sorts of r-r-reactions to chili-dogs…
PANEL TWO – RAY looks over to TAILS (only TAILS’ arm is visible).

RAY


Will I l-l-li-i-ike…

PANEL THREE – TAILS smiles.


TAILS


Only one way to find out.

PANEL FOUR – RAY SMILES BACK.
PANEL FIVE – Aerial shot of UNCLE CHUCK’S CHILI-DOG STAND, no characters are visible. THE END sign is located in the lower right corner of the panel.


RAY


I-i-it’s good!


TAILS


Glad you like it!


RAY


It’s sp-spicy, but tasty. I l-l-like the beans and the s-s-sauce.


TAILS


Next time we’ll see if you like some more toppings. Onions, maybe relish?


RAY


There are t-toppings?


THE END
